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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, IS 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED EASING OF IDF EXEMPTION FOR RELIGIOUS GIRLS COULD 
HURT COALITION 

1 . THE ALIGNMENT AND SHELLI PARTIES WILL JOIN FORCES IN 

THE KNESSET JULY 4 TO INTRODUCE A MOTION OF NON-CONFIDENCE 
OVER AN AMENDMENT THE GOVERNMENT IS SEEKING TO THE LAW ON 
CONSCRIPTION OF WOMEN. UNDER TERMS OF THE COALITION 
AGREEMENT, AGUDAT YISRAEL (AY) WAS PROMISED GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION TO SIMPLIFY THE PROCEDURE FOR 
RELIGIOUS GIRLS IN OBTAINING EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE. 

AY INSISTS THAT GIRLS SHOULD ONLY BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A 
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SWORN STATEMENT OBJECTING TO SERVING ON RELIGIOUS GROUNDS 
INSTEAD OF THE EXISTING REQUIREMENT OF APPEARING BEFORE 
AN EXAMINING PANEL. 

2. THE ISSUE HAS JARRED THE RAW NERVE OF RELIGION VERSUS 
SECULARISM IN THIS COUNTRY AND PROVOKED A SHARP PUBLIC 
DEBATE. FOR EXAMPLE, TWELFTH-GRADE GIRLS FROM SEVERAL 
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LEADING HIGH SCHOOLS, WHO ARE ABOUT TO BE INDUCTED INTO THE 
IDF, HAVE PROTESTED AGAINST THE PROPOSED EASING OF EXEMPTIONS 
AND DEMANDED EQUIVALENT NATIONAL SERVICE FOR GIRLS EXEMPT 
FROM THE ARMY, A PROPOSAL RECENTLY ECHOED BY NRP MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION HAMMER. THE ATTACK BY ALIGNMENT AND SHELLI ON 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT WILL CHARGE THAT, 

IN ANTICIPATION OF NEW LEGISLATION, THE DEFENSE MINISTRY 
HAS ALREADY EASED THE PROCEDURE, WHICH HAS RESULTED IN 
INCREASED EXEMPTIONS AND A SERIOUS WEAKENING OF IDF'S 
WOMAN-POWER SITUATION. THE OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE 
CITED REMARKS BY CHIEF OF STAFF EITAN THAT ENACTMENT WILL 
REQUIRE EXTENDING THE RESERVE OBLIGATION TO AGE 38 FOR 
WOMEN THAT DO SERVE. 

3. THE POTENTIAL OF EMBARRASSMENT TO THE GOVERNMENT OVER 
THE NO CONFIDENCE MOTION AND EXPECTED INTRODUCTION OF THE 
AMENDMENT BILL IS CONSIDERABLE. PURSUANT TO ITS COALITION 
AGREEMENT, THE DMC WILL ALLOW ITS MKS TO VOTE THEIR CON- 
SCIENCES ON THE NO CONFIDENCE MOTION (SINCE IT IS A RELIGIOUS 
ISSUE), AND FEW OF THEM ARE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT. 
THE LIKUD ITSELF IS DIVIDED, WITH SEVERAL MKS POINTING 
TO THE ANOMALY OF A GOVERNMENT WHICH PRIDES ITSELF ON ITS 
NATIONALISM COOPERATING IN A MOVE THAT COULD WEAKEN THE IDF. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, AY HAS SERVED NOTICE THAT IT WILL LEAVE 
THE COALITION IF IT DOES NOT GET ITS AMENDMENT. ASIDE FROM 
THE DMC, THE WHIP WILL BE CRACKED FOR STRICT PARTY DISCIPLINE 
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WITHIN THE COALTIION TOMORROW TO INSURE DEFEAT OF THE NO 
CONFIDENCE VOTE. BUT UNLESS SOME COMPROMISE IS FOUND. 

PASSAGE OF THE AMENDMENT LEGISLATION COULD CAUSE INCREASED 
AGITIATION IN THE TROUBLED DMC TO LEAVE THE GOVERNMENT; WHILE 
FAILURE OF THE AMENDMENT MIGHT MEAN RESIGNATION OF THE ENTIRE 
AY PARTY FROM THE COALITION. 

LEWIS 
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